am building of my ancestors'; its newly built nature notwithstanding. 18 The house's historical nature and faux antiquity is developed further in an undated holograph addition to one of Walpole's personal copies of A Description of the Villa of Mr. Horace Walpole (1774):
The year before the Gallery was built, a Stranger passing asked an old Farmer belonging to Mr Walpole, if Strawberryhill was not an old House! He replied, 'yes, but my master designs to build one much older next year '. 19 Thus, although Strawberry Hill was effectively a new and modern structure, it is not unreasonable and unprecedented for Walpole to consider and refer to it as an ancient castle.
In his Description Walpole also emphasises Strawberry Hill's influence over
Otranto's narrative: 'at least the prospect would recall the good humour of those who might be disposed to condemn the fantastic fabric, and to think it a very proper habitation of, as it was the scene that inspired, the author of 
